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August 29, 2018 
 
 
 
Tarun Harjani 
Consultant Project Manager 
Trunk Sewers & Transmission Mains 
Design & Construction, Linear Underground Infrastructure 
Engineering & Construction Services 
City of Toronto 
Metro Hall, 20th Floor 
55 John Street 
Toronto, Ontario  M2N 3C6 
P: 416-338-4838 
E: tarun.harjani@toronto.ca 
 
 
Attention: Mr. Harjani, P.Eng., PMP, LEED AP AD+C   

 
RE: SCOPED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY ADDENDUM, WEST DON 

TORONTO SANITARY TRUNK SEWER REHABILITATION 

Dear Mr. Harjani: 

1 CONTEXT / PROJECT BACKGROUND 

CIMA Canada Inc. (CIMA+) was retained by Toronto Water to complete the detailed design 
for two independent site locations for the West Don Sanitary Trunk Sewer (STS) and North 
Toronto STS (the Project).  

The West Don STS section comprises 583 m of 1200 mm diameter trunk sewer including 
five (5) maintenance holes (from MH132-072-1 to MH132-068-1) up to 8.5 m deep and also 
local 250 mm diameter sewer on Wilson Avenue including four (4) maintenance holes 
(MH4457012041, MH4459312050, MH4461312057 and MH4463312111). The alignment 
is located within the grounds of Don Valley Golf Course, crossing the Don River and mainly 
running through TRCA governed land, ending east of York Mills Subway Station. One 
sewer section crosses beneath the Don River and was twinned as two 750 mm diameter 
sewers. 



 
 
August 29, 2018 Page 2 of 7 

T000633A 
 
 

cima.ca 

A Preliminary Design Report (PDR) was completed by CIMA+ in June 2017. A Scoped 
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) was completed by LGL Limited in March 2018 based on 
the updated designs completed in January 2018 (Attachment A).  

2 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY UPDATE 

A significant amount of agency consultation and work has been completed on the Project 
since this time. Project developments have led to final design updates which were not 
covered in detail in the LGL EIS. The purpose of this addendum is to address outstanding 
concerns brought forth by the TRCA by providing an updated assessment of Project 
impacts to surrounding natural heritage features based on proposed revisions to the 
Project design. 

3 FOLLOW UP FIELD INVESTIGATIONS 

CIMA+ completed field investigations on August 13, 2018 to verify / supplement natural 
heritage data / information where subsequent changes to the Project design and impact 
footprint have been proposed since the final LGL EIS was issued (March, 2018). Due to 
project developments and follow up agency consultation regarding the new design, it was 
agreed that the scope of field work associated with the EIS addendum, would focus on 
lands west of Yonge Street associated with the Don Valley Golf Course (Don West STS 
site) and where designs have deviated, and new impact areas have been identified. 

Field work was completed during early morning hours (7:00am to 11:00am) to account for 
visual and auditory observations of avifauna and wildlife on and directly adjacent to the 
impact footprint as denoted in the design drawings (Attachment D) and illustrated on 
Figure 1. The scope of work also included field verification and search for locations of 
previously identified species of conservation concern including locally rare species and 
species covered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA, 2007), which included vascular 
plant inventories and confirmation of existing conditions, including ecological communities 
which may be affected. 

4 RESULTS – EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The results of the field investigations did not identify additional rare species, Species at 
Risk (SAR) or other natural heritage concerns that were not previously identified in the 
March 2018 EIS report prepared by LGL. However, minor deviations from the ELC 
classification work are proposed;  
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1. Field observations noted changes in canopy dominance from White Elm to 
Manitoba Maple were not easily distinguishable for lands at the north end of the 
West Don STS study area which also exhibited patch dominance by other 
deciduous species. As such, FOD7-1 and FOD7-a were amalgamated for simplicity 
purposes to FOD7 (Fresh-Moist Lowland Deciduous Forest Ecosite). 

2. While FOD5-1 (Dry-Fresh Sugar Maple Deciduous Forest) dominates the forest 
ecosystem (with associates of American Beech, American Basswood, Manitoba 
Maple, Green Ash, Chokecherry and Common Buckthorn), particularly along the 
valley slopes, in the low lying areas along the natural drainage path, the community 
structure is dominated by more hydrotolerant species, including increased 
dominance by Manitoba Maple, Red Maple, occasional Silver Maple, White Elm 
and White Willow. As such, a new ELC polygon was added to denote this inclusion; 
FOD7. This unit was not further classified based on species dominance due to the 
limited breadth of the unit and heterogenous nature of the community structure. 

Figure 1 includes these updates. A photographic log is presented in Attachment E. 

5 IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

5.1 SPECIES AT RISK 

The new Project design encroaches into the recommended 25 m buffer for one of the 
Butternut (Juglans cinerea) trees observed on site by LGL and CIMA+. CIMA+ met on-
site with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) on July 6, 2018 to 
address further Butternut assessment or permitting requirements for the Project to move 
forward. It was confirmed that this tree (arborist report tree #970) is a Category 1 non-
retainable tree and that further assessment or permitting work for Project compliance with 
the Endangered Species Act is not required (Attachment C). 

The removal of 3 trees which meet criteria for potential bat habitat is required to 
accommodate sanitary sewer maintenance and repair. The installation of two bat boxes 
was recommended as habitat compensation (Figure 1). See Attachment C for MNRF 
consultation records. 

5.2 VEGETATION AND ECOSITE IMPACTS 

Figure 1 outlines both known and potential Project impacts with respect to the site 
vegetation communities.  
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The impact footprint depicted in Figure 1 is based on the grading limits which are outlined 
in the design drawings and associated construction fence limits (Attachment D).  

The ELC boundaries have been refined and updated based on the current dripline. The 
dripline was defined based on a combination of multi-year ortho imaging analysis, field 
observations / GPS mapping, and the results of the updated arborist survey (CIMA+, 
August 2018).  

Direct Project impacts to ecosites include vegetation clearing as well as potential impacts 
to overhanging branches via interference with construction vehicles / machinery during 
the construction period.  

The Natural Heritage Impact area calculations, as depicted on Figure 1, are based on any 
overlap regardless of whether tree removal is required. Specifically, approximately 621 
m2 of Dry-Fresh Sugar Maple Deciduous Forest (FOD5-1), 961 m2 of Fresh-Moist 
Lowland Deciduous Forest (FOD7), and 94 m2 of Open Aquatic Ecosites (OAO1), will be 
impacted by the Project. Project impacts will include pruning of interfering tree/shrub 
branches, and permanent removal of segments of the natural heritage features to support 
the development of permanent access roads required for on-going utility servicing. 
Permanent impacts are limited to (1) the alteration of sewer infrastructure (culvert and 
pipe locations) within OAO1, and (2) lands directly surrounding the proposed access road, 
located at the western limit of the Project footprint, south-west of the pond (SAS1-1 / 
MAS2-1b) and west of one of the proposed bat compensation habitat locations. 

The Project was designed to limit encroachment into the natural features present on the 
subject lands to the greatest degree possible while taking into account: (1) the golf course’s 
operational requirements / interference with land utility, and; (2) municipal service / 
maintenance requirements to enable the long-term efficacy of the integrated STS network 
and associated upgrades. Temporary and permanent Project impacts to the natural 
heritage system, as outlined in detail above, total 1,676 m2 of land located in areas which 
were already subject to high disturbance regimes (bridge / parking area location and golf 
green edge habitat) and which are established by invasive and disturbance-tolerant species 
at the present time. Environmental protection and environmental mitigation measures have 
been proposed to enable the long-term ecological integrity and functional resilience of the 
natural heritage system at the landscape level (see Section 6 for details).  
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6 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION / MITIGATION 

The DFO Self-Assessment Screening as well as the mitigation measures outlined in 
Section 4.1 and 4.2 of the EIS prepared by LGL (March, 2018) remain valid based on the 
Project design updates. 

An ecological restoration / compensation plan has been prepared by CIMA+ under 
separate cover following the Guideline for Determining Ecosystem Compensation 
published by the TRCA, June, 2018 (the Guideline).  

The Project has moved forward following the hierarchy of compensation principles outlined 
in Section 1.4 of the Guideline, which included provision to avoid, minimize, mitigate and 
compensate as appropriate based on local existing conditions and the Project design 
considerations.  

Following the Guideline, the proposed ecological restoration / compensation plan includes 
provision for the re-establishment of 295 trees, and 1655 shrubs for the West Don STS site 
and 42 trees and 279 shrubs for the North Toronto STS site totalling of 337 trees and 1934 
shrubs across the two STS locations. Compensation numbers were calculated using 3:1 
and 1:1 ratios for removal and injury based on the results of the various technical 
documents prepared in support of the Project, including the EIS and arborist work prepared 
by LGL and CIMA+. 

Long-term impacts to the ecological integrity of the natural heritage system is considered 
limited at the landscape level, should the environmental protection / mitigation measures 
outlined in the aforementioned supporting documents be followed. 
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7 CLOSURE 

We trust that this EIS addendum meets your needs at this time. If you have any comments, 
questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us anytime. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

     

Lauren Cymbaly, M.E.S.    Jennifer Haslett 

Environmental Professional   Senior Project Manager, Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A – Original Design Drawings 

Attachment B – Figure 2 LGL Impact  

Attachment C – Records of Correspondence 

Attachment D – Updated Design Drawings 

Attachment E – Photographic Log 
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Attachment A 

Original Design Drawings (Jan., 2018) 








